Currencies From Around the World

Every country in the world has a specific type of currency, some are unique, and some
countries share the same currency. Most countries have been using the same currency
for centuries, while others have changed their forms of cash and coin several times
during the years. No matter what type of money you need to have in order to buy
anything anywhere, it all boils down to the fact that in the end, money is money and we
all need more of it.

This chart shows a few of the current world currencies.

Country Currency

Australia Dollar

Brazil Real

China Yuan

Czech Republic Koruna

Denmark Krone

Ethiopia Birr

France Euro (Formerly French Franc)
Germany Euro (Formerly Deutsche Mark)
Ghana Cedi

Greece Euro (Formerly Drachma)
Haiti Gourde

India Rupee

Israel Shekel

Italy Euro (Formerly Lira)

Japan Yen

Jordan Dinar

Laos Kip

Malaysia Ringgit



Mexico Peso

Mongolia Tugrik

Morocco Dirham

The Netherlands Euro (Formerly Guilder)
Peru Nuevo Sol

Poland Zloty

Portugal Euro (Formerly Escudo)
Russia Ruble

Saudi Arabia Riyal
South Africa Rand
South Korea Won

Spain Euro (Formerly Peseta)
Sweden Krona
Thailand Baht

United Kingdom Pound Sterling
United States  Dollar
Venezuela Bolivar
Zambia Kwacha

The various types of currency used around the world are interesting though. The history
and facts associated with how a country came to depend on a certain type of money
can make for very interesting conversation, or reading material in this case.

It is fascinating to take a peek into the coffers of foreign countries, and discover how the
evolution of its currency related to the development of its government and world status.

Lets visit Europe as the first stop on our money seeking expedition and learn some
interesting trivia.



Europe

This is a gold torc, archaeological investigations show that is most likely the first
government minted currency from pre-Roman Britain.

It is beautiful, isnOt it?

These beauties were pretty heavy though, and it wasnOt long before Britain began to use
actual coins. Such as this one, which is a Lydian coin from around 650 BC.

Later on, as Britain was conquered by new rulers, each would mint a new coin with his
own face upon it. Alexander The Great was the first, and his coins were known as Silver
Tetra Drachmas. Julius Caesar would have a coin made for every one of his major life
events.

After coins were replaced with paper currency in the early 19000s, Europe created a
universal legal tender that would be used throughout the country, the Euro. At the



S

present time, the Euro is still the most commonly used form of money in that part of the
world.

Asia

Sometime around 620 BC, the Tang Dynasty of Japan minted the OKai Yuan Tong BaoO
which is the oldest type of coin found in Asia.

The Chinese made coins that were shaped like cowrie shells and hand tools. Before the
invention of minted currency, shells, beads, and even grain were used to pay for trade
goods.

These are cowrie shells.

Africa

Salt was a popular form of currency used in ancient Africa, which was readily available
there, and something other parts of the world needed.



It was also common practice after the Europeans arrived for diamonds, gold, and
people to be used in trade.

This is a Manilla, a bracelet made of copper or brass. This was the usual currency in
Africa around 1490.

America

When the Europeans arrived in the Americas, they brought their current forms of
currency with them. The Native Americans gave up their traditional trading practices
and followed the methods used by whichever foreign people were in control at the
moment.

The first universally accepted American coins were minted in 1793. Before then, the
people had been using mainly British and Spanish currency.
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